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                          EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES
Brussels, 26th September 2011 (10th anniversary)
The day was organized by the  European Commission just to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the European day of languages.
The plenary session was opened by Jan Truszczyński, Director General, DG EAC. He highlighted the actions  of the EACEA in favor to the multilingualism, in order to support the linguistic diversity in Europe. He announced that next year a new generation of European programs will be held. The main goal will be the improvement of the European languages knowledge in order to achieve the main priorities expressed by the Council of Europe: every child in Europe should know at least two community languages besides his/her mother tongue, as it was stated by different European Conferences since 1995. He especially focused the main features of this new program: the individual mobility and the improvement of languages learning.
Mrs Belén Bernaldo de Quiros, Head of Unit Multilingualism Policy, DG EAC, followed with a paper entitled: A multilingual policy for the EU. She illustrated a new package of multilingualism policy documents: 
· Report on the 2008 Council Resolution on Multilingualism (to strengthen: social cohesion, lifelong learning, competiveness and employability, assistance for translation, promotion of every language across the world)
· Inventory of language related activities
· Policy Handbook on Early Language Learning
· Report of the Civil Society Platform
· Report of Business Platform
· Report on “Languages for jobs”
In preparation: future program with priority on mobility and languages, there is a strong commitment to language learning and linguistic diversity.

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/languages/languages-of-europe/index_en.htm 
Nathalie Baïdak, Education Policy and Systems Analyst Eurydice Unit, EACEA, presented a paper about: Language Learning in Europe: the contribution of Eurydice. She illustrated the researches and the publications of Eurydice in Education fields; especially about primary and preprimary and about some specific education fields, such as reading (last publication)
The plenary section ended by presentation and awarding of the prize winner of the Piccolingo Contest for promoting early language learning.
A Round-table followed about the topic: “10 Years of Achievements in Language Learning”
Participants: Ana Gimeno, Christian Ollivier, David Marsh, and Diana Lindsay,  moderated by Gillian McLaughlin, Head of Sector LLP Coordination, EACEA.
The moderator interacted with people in the room just to point out the main achievements through projects run by the participants. Then an insight on the future of the language education in Europe was proposed by David Marsh in 3 main points:

1. New literacies
2. Synergies between neurosciences and languages

3. All teachers are language teachers

A Workshops Session followed in the afternoon on the following themes:  
· Languages and the community: regional, minority, migrants' and lesser usedlanguages(Moderator:Teresa Condeço, DG EAC)

· Languages for Business and Employability (Moderator: Kristina Cunningham, DG EAC)

· Media and ICT: new ways of learning (Moderator : Peter Birch, EACEA)

· Language learning methodologies (Moderator: Livia Ruszthy, DG EAC)

The workshop Language learning methodologies was again shared in different subgroups: primary, adults, CLIL.

The CLIL subgroup was composed by about 6 or 7 participants; among them (sorry I couldn’t register the name of everyone): David Marsh, Diana Lindsay, Marja Järvinen, Teresina Barbero, ….).

The participants presented themselves and their experiences in CLIL.

A common problem was identified in teachers training, in both methodological and linguistic competence.

The main issues were recognized in:

a. Mobility and job shadowing (the possibility for CLIL teachers to learn language in the European country where this language is spoken and, eventually, to accompany a colleague teaching the same subject in his / her classes)

b. E-learning: at least a part of CLIL teachers training should be foreseen as distance learning (blended learning)

Notes by Teresina Barbero 
